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HALESWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


P.G.  Gannon. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  tho 
Halesworth  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1955,  during 
which  year,  on  14th  March,  I became  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  year  was  marked  by  several  items  of  importance 

1.  This  year  the  birth  rate  was  high,  and  the  death  rate  was  low. 

2.  The  infectious  disease  position  was  satisfactory,  only  a small  number 
of  cases  being  notified.  One  was  of  interest  - an  isolated  case  of  poliomyelitis 
in  a male  adult. 

3.  The  care  of  the  elderly  is  an  increasing  problem  - either  because  of 

for  themselves, 
having  to  use 

some  of  the 
offer  of  a 
early,  and 

factories  and 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


apathy  or  mental  or  physical  difficulties,  they  become  unable  to  care 
Two  cases  we re  dealt  with  during  the  year,  both  by  persuasion  without 
the  legal  powers  granted  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948. 

4.  The  tuberculosis  figure  is  higher  in  Halesworth  than  in 
surrounding  areas,  and  my  opinion  is  that  an  adequate  response  to  the 
lung  X-ray,  as  in  Mass  Radiography,  is  tho  only  way  to  diagnose  cases 
prevent  spread  of  the  disease. 

Tho  information  in  this  report  on  food  premises,  shops, 
housing  is  compiled  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  to  whom  I am  indebted. 


Town  Hall, 
Halesworth. 


P.G.  CANNON. 


General  Statistics, 


Area  (in  acres) 

1107 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of 

population  (mid  1953) 

2310 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

806 

Rateablo  value. 

£14, 502 

Product  of  penny  rate. 

£56 

Vital  Statistics, 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Live  Births. 

25 

24 

49 

(illegitimate) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Illegitimacy  rate. 

= 61.2 

Illegitimacy  rate  (England  & Wales) 

= 46  per 

1000  live  births 

• 

Birth  rate  per  1000  population 

= 21.2 

Adjusted  birth  rate 

= 24.8 

Birth  rate  (England  & Walos) 

= 15.0 

Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

Still  Births. 

2 

2 

4 

(illegitimate) 

(1) 

(-) 

(1) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  births 

(live  and  still) 

= 75.5 

Still  birth  rate  (England  & Wales) 

= 23.1 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Nil. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

j. 

— 

1 

(Illegitimate) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Infantile  mortalit/  rate 

Infantile  mortality  rate  (England  & Wales) 


- 20.4 

- 24,9 


Cause  of  Infant  Death. 

The  one  infant  death  was  at  4 months  of  age  from  Uraemia, 

Deaths,  (All  ages), 

Male . Female . Total. 

12  ' ~ 6 “ IS 


Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  populatic.  - 7.0 

Adjusted  death  rate  - 6.4  (Comparability  factor  0.8  2 

Death  rate  (England  and  Wales)  =11.7 


Cases  of  Death. 


VO. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung 

Dther  malignant  and  lynphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aloukaemia 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
loronary  disease,  angina 

Ither  heart  disease 

Nophritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Dther  definod  and  ill-defined  diseases 

"“Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1 

J- 

3 

1 

1 

I 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

/ 

#+ 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

12 

6 

to  1 

rH  1 

1 

Note  on  Causes  of  Death. 

Leukaemia.  The  one  death  was  due  to  chronic  lymphatie  leukaemia  in  a man  of  42, 
Malignant  Disease. 

One  third  of  the  deaths  was  due  to  malignant  disease. 
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Heart  Disease?. 

Nearly  one  half  of  deaths  was  due  to  heart  disease. 

Comparative  Statistics . 


1950 

....  . . 

1951 

1952  ! 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Population 

2171 

2169 

2186 

2249 

2270 

2310 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 

890 

742 

772 

810 

330 

306  a 

No.  of  live  births 

29 

23 

34 

35 

29 

49 

Birth  rate  (crude) 

13.4 

10.6 

15.5 

15.5 

12.3 

21.2 

No.  of  still  births 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

Maternal  mortality 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Infantile  mortality  rate 

0 

43.5 

45.4 

142.8 

0 

20.4 

(no.  of  deaths) 

(1) 

(2) 

(5) 

(1) 

No.  of  deaths  (all  ages) 

27 

40 

30 

30 

30 

18 

Death  rate  (crude) 

12.4 

18.4 

13.7 

l 

13.3 

13.2 

7.3 

35  This  is  a more  accurate  figure  than  in  previous  years  - an  estimate  formerly. 

Note  on  Statistics . 

(i)  The  birth  rate  is  much  increased  from  the  1954  figure,  and  is  much  higher 
than  the  national  figure. 

(ii)  The  number  of  still  births  is  high  - throe  times  that  of  the  national  figure. 
The  main  cause  of  still  births  is  difficult  or  abnormal  labour.  Tho 
prevention  is  by  adequate  antenatal  care. 

(iii)  The  maternal  mortality  is  very  satisfactory. 

(iv)  The  number  of  deaths  is  much  loss  than  r:  ll;"'4g.incl  is  considerably  loss  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales  in  genoral. 

Infectious  Disease . 


Tho  following  confirmed  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during'  tho 

year. 


_ , 

Male 

Forialo 

Total 

| 

Whooping'  Cough 

2 

5 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

1 

- 

1 

(Non-Paralytic » 

- 

— 

Measles . 

3 

3 

6 

Acute  Pn  umonir. 

1 

- 

1 

Meningococcal  h .foot i on . 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyr ox ia . 

3 

3 

7 

12 

19 

Note  on  Infectious  Disease , 

Whooping  Cough.  ' All  the  cases  occurred  in  the-  first  quarter  of  tho  yoar.  Six 
wore  in  ago  group  3-9  years j tho  other  was  aged  6 months. 

Poliomyelitis . Tho  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  May  in  a man  of  42,  who 
developed  paralysis  of  left  shoulder.  The  contacts  wore  visited  to  ensuro  propor 
precautions  wore  taken.  The  patient  was  in  hospital  for  nearly  four  weeks. 

Measles.  Tho  majority  of  the  cases  wore  in  the  third  quarter,  all  in  ago  group 

1 to  9 years. 

Acute  Pneumonia,  Tho  ono  case  hotifiod  was  in  March  in  a man  of  51  years. 

Moningococcal  Infection.  Tho  ono  case  occurred  in  early  March  in  a fomalo  of  IS 
years.  The  condition  was  ono  of  Meningitis. 

-2- 


Puerperal  Pyrexia.  The  throe  cases  occurred  in  the  last  half  year.  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  is  defined  as  any  fobrile  condition  occurring  in  a woman  in  whom  a temperature 
of  100. 4°F  (3S°C)  or  more  has  occurred  within  fourteen  days  after  childbirth  or  mis- 
carriage . 

The  notifLr  is  required  to  give  the  cause,  so  that  possible  action,  if  the  con- 
dition is  due  to  infection,  can  bo  taken. 

Of  the  three  cases  notifiod,  one  was  due  to  a breast  abscess,  but  in  the  other  two 
cases,  the  cause  was  unknown. 

Note  on  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  Halesworth  Urban  District. 

During  1955,  30  primary  immunisation  were  carried  out  at  the  child  welfare  clinic 
and  by  the  general  practitioners. 

The  ages  of  the  children  immunised  are  as  follows s- 

Children  born  1955  - 6 immunised. 

" " 1954  - 21  " 

11  » 1953  - 2 " 

" 1951  - 1 was  immunised. 

During  the  same  year,  14  boostor  doses  wore  given.  During  1954?  28  children  had 
primary  immunisations.  ^ 

In  England,  and  Wales,  161  cases  of  diphtheria  (provisional  number)  occurred  in  1955. 
Of  those  11  died,  hence  the  importance  of  immunisation. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulnonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulnonary 

No.  of  cases  on  Regisie: 

i 

at  31.12.54. 

9 

3 

5 

- 

17 

No.  of  cases  added 

during  the  year. 

1 

1 

4 

1 

7 

No.  of  cases  removed 

during  the  year. 

4 

2 

1 

- 

7 

No.  of  cases  on  Register 

at  31.12.55. 

6 

2 

8 

1 

17 

;asos  added  to  Register. 


Now  notifications 
Inward  transfers 


4 

3 


Cases  removed  from  Register 


Recovered 

Died 

Removed  to  other 
areas 


3 

2 


Total 


Total 


Note:  The  fact  that  although  seven  new  cases  were  added  to  the  Register,  and  yet  there 
wore  still  only  sovontoon  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year,  does  not  mean  that  there  has 
been  an  improvomont.  Investigation  into  each  case  was  carried  out,  hence  the  nunbor  of 
cases  removed  from  the  Register. 
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Ages  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  at  31.12,55. 


Age  group  5-14  years  - 2. 
» « 15-24  i!  - 3. 

" " 25  - 44  i!  - 5 

" n 45  -64  " - 4 

11  u 65  and  over  - 3 


Comparative  Figures  of  Tuberculosis  at  31.12.55. 


Population 

No.  of  Cases 

Total 

Casos  per  1,000 
population. 

Pula. 

Non.Pulm, 

Blyth  R.D. 

19,350 

45 

12 

57 

2.9 

Wainford  R.D. 

6,710 

10 

11 

21 

3.1 

Beccles  M.B. 

7,130 

16 

5 

21 

2.9 

Bungay  U.D. 

| 3,560 

20 

7 

27 

7.6 

Halosworth  IJ.D. 

2,310 

14 

3 

17 

7.4 

I.eiston-cun-Sizowel 

U.D. 

4,150 

16 

3 

19 

; 4.6 

1 

Tuberculosis  Prevention. 

Tuberculosis  is  the  most  important  infectious  disease  in  existence.  In  comparison 
with  tuberculosis,  poliomyelitis  for  example  is  trifling. 

Tuberculosis  is  very  largely  a disease  with  no  symptoms  in  its  early  stages, 
diagnosable  only  on  X-ray  examination.  To  wait  until  symptoms  dovelop  is  to  wo.it  too 
long  as  by  then  the  patient  is  infectious  o.nd  has  spread,  the  disease. 

Tuberculosis  must  be  sought  for,  and  our  main  weapon  is  the  X-ray  machine,  used 
in  mass  radiography.  When  the  unit  attends  a town  in  Britain,  approximately  40$  of 
adults  will  attend.  The  hard  core  of  disinterested,  unenlightened  people  who  do  not 
attend,  probably  contains  the  majority  of  cases. 

In  my  view  it  is  high  time  that  oach  person  over  the  ago  of  15  years  be  X-rayod 
annually,  by  law,  as  at  present  we  are  trifling  with  the  disease. 


HALESWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OF  THE 

SURVEYOR/SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1955. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1955. 


WATER, 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Halesworth  U^ban  District  Council.  Average  daily 
consumption  is  70,000  gallons. 

Samples  of  the  water  are  submitted  for  analysis  and  the  reports  show  that 
the  supply  is  pure  and  wholesome,  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity 
and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

During  the  year  1955  additional  mains  have  been  laid  in  the  Council  areaj 
one  in  Wissett  Road  talcing  supply  to  a further  seven  houses  and  ensuring  water 
supply  to  a potential  building  area  and  one  in  Angel  Yard  supplying  four  houses 
and  giving  fire  coverage  to  an  hotel  and  a cinema. 

1 

The  work  of  ensuring  that  all  houses  within  the  Council  area  shall  have  a 
wholesome  supply  of  water  piped  within  the  house  is  continuing.  In  this  respect 
regard  must  be  had  for  thoses  houses  which  are  sub-standard  by  reason  of  various 
defects,  the  elimination  of  these  houses  will  further  decrease  the  number  of 
houses  without  a suitable  and  sufficient  water  supply. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  further  extensions  of  the  sewerage  system  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  under  review  apart  from  three  small  extensions  in  the  Queen's  Drive  and 
Oak  Green  areas. 

An  additional  pumping  station  has  been  constructed  to  deal  with  sewage  from 
Queen's  Drive  and  the  Bramfield  Road  Housing  Estate  of  the  Council.  Whilst  this 
additional  pumping  station  anticipates  further  extension  of  the  Council  Housing 
Estate  on  the  Bramfield  Road  it  is  already  relieving  the  pumps  at  the  main  pump 
house  of  a considerable  amount  of  work. 

During  the  year  a storm  water  diversion  has  been  constructed  in  the 
sewerage  system  which  has  relieved  some  of  the  surcharging  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  Northern  Area  of  the  Town. 

There  are  94  houses  within  the  area  using  pail  closets  and  these  are 
emptied  once  weekly  by  the  Council  Contractors. 

Cesspools  within  the  area,  of  which  there  are  approximately  23,  are  emptied 
by  mechanical  cesspool  emptiers  used  by  Council  Contractors,  emptying  is  carried 
out  as  required. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  nade  by  the  Council,  employing  two  men 
and  one  cart,  and  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Chediston  Road  '^u.p. 
During  the  year  an  additional  pit  at  Cookley  was  secured  and  dumping  commenced  there 
in  June. 

The  tip3  are  visited  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Council's  Rodent  operator 
and  minor  infestations  have  been  dealt  with  by  him. 

Street  cleaning  is  carried  out  daily  and  storm  water  gullies  are  emptied 
at  regular  intervals. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

One  part  time  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  in  the  Town.  There  are  806  houses 
in  the  town  and  complaints  of  rat  infestation  are  dealt  with  immediately  upon  their 

1. 


receipt.  The  number  of  these  complaints  has  been  small  and  there  have  been  no 
complaints  of  major  infestations.  Some  business  firms  in  the  town  employ  private 
firms  who  specialise  in  Rodent  Bontrol  aid  considerable  co-operation  has  been 
forthcoming  between  these  firms  and  the  Council’s  employees. 

Routine  inspections  for  the  detection  and  eradication  of  rats  in  the  Town's 
sewerage  system  have  been  carried  out,  but  as  the  system  is  comparatively  new  only 
one  case  of  rat  infestation  was  found  and  dealt  with. 

ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN. 

Four  complaints  of  infestation  by  bugs  and  fleas  have  been  reported  and  dealt 

with. 

ICE  CREAM. 

There  are  10  persons  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  all  of  whom  sell 
pre-packed  ice  cream. 

MEAT  & FOOD  INSPECTION. 

There  are  three  slaughterhouses  within  the  area  two  of  which  are  in  use.  These 
are  small  slaughterhouses  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  owners  in  their  own  shops. 

The  structure  of  both  premises  are  old  but  it  gives  satisfaction  to  report 
that  both  are  well  maintained  and  kept  very  clean. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

j 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if 
known) . 

113 

- 

- 

2 

308 

- 

Number  inspected 

1 

113 

i 

- 

• 

2 

308 

- 

1 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

l 

Nil 

Nil 

' 1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

[ 

6.2% 

\ 

_ _ ....  . _ 

Nil 

. _ 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

, 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only; 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned. 

i 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

... 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

* 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 



! 

Nil  ! 

1 

/contd. 
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j Cattle 

! Excluding 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs . 

Pigs,  j Horses. 

I 

i 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis . 

7.08$ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

.6$ 

- 

' 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
’refrigeration. 

■Generalised  and 
.totally  condemned 



Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

- - 

j- 

Nil 

Nil 

| 

Nil  j Nil  | 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

Supervision  of  food  promises  in  tho  town  has  been  maintained  and  the  position 
is  fairly  satisfactory. 

HOUSING . 

A Survey  of  all  houses  in  the  Area  has  been  carried  out  and  a list  of  83  houses 
was  compiled,  being  thoses  houses  i^hich,  it  was  considered,  fell,  short  of  the  standards 
required  in  a fit  house  as  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954* 

The  application  of  these  standard  can  be  extremely  difficult  and  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that,  whilst  these  standards  remain  inflexible,  the  condition  of  a property 
which  does  not  receive  periodical  maintenance  deteriorates  with  increasing  rapidity  each 
succeeding  year.  This  point  is  especially  true  in  older  toms  where  gradual  expansion 
has  taken  place  leaving  the  older  properties  in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  newer  building! 
on  the  fringe.  It  will  be  obvious  that  unless  frequent  efficient  maintenance  is  carried 
out,  the  owners  of  older  property  must  eventually  be  faced  with  two  alternatives!  either 
a large  bill  for  overdue  and  extensive  repairs  or  the  official  assumption  that  the 
property  cannot  be  rendered  habitable  at  a reasonable  cost  with  consequent  action  to 
prevent  tho  property  being  used  as  living  accommodation. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  standard  of  a fit  house  will  be  regarded  as  a minimum 
standard  and  not  as  an  objective  beyond  the  capabilities  of  an  owner  to  put  into 
practical  operation. 

Improvement  grants  have  been  made  available  in  8 cases. 

54  houses  have  been  inspected  of  which  15  wfere  found  to  have  defects.  Those 
defects  have  been  notified  to  the  owners  and  have  since  been  remedied, 

FACTORIES  ACT  1937  and  1948. 

There  are  31  premises  registered  as  factories  xm.thin  the  Urban  District  Area. 

All  of  which  have  been  visited. 

There  have  been  two  cases  in  which  defects  have  been  found  these  have  since  been 
put  in  order. 


I an,  Sirs, 

Yours  obedient  servant, 

F.W.Y.  BUCKLEY, 

Surveyor/Sanitary  Inspector, 


» 

' 

. 

. i 4o| 


